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overview

Entering a string with nothing displayed, "no echo" on the
screen, can be desirable for those applications that need
a secure way to enter password information. An example is
provided on how this can be accomplished in a Clarion Program.
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Entering A String With No Echo

Sometimes it is necessary to get a string from the user where the
entered string is not displayed, or echoed, on the screen. This
usually is the desired approach to entering a password of some
kind.

The function GETPASSWORD, defined below, pops up a small window
and allows the user to enter up to 20 characters into a field.
The entered keystrokes are echoed as periods, and the cursor (a
large block cursor) moves along as characters are typed. The
function returns the entered string when either 20 characters are
entered or the ENTER key is pressed.

Also supported by this function are the CTRL ESC key, which
aborts the entry and causes GETPASSWORD to return a blank string,
and the BACKSPACE key, which causes the function to reset and
allow re—~entry of the password.

The CTRL_ESC key is ALERTed for this screen and all ALERT keys -
are cleared when the function returns. If alerted keys are used
in the application these lines will need to be changed
(34,41,47,57). The entry is done by using a REPEATed PAUSE
field. The cursor is simulated by using a PAUSE field string of
a REVersed space. Place the following MODULE statement in the
MAP structure of the PROGRAM:

MODULE(*GETPSW!)
FUNC{GETPASSWORD ), STRING
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The following is a listing of GETPSW.CILA:

1 MEMBER( 'your_program')
2 RN RN RN RN RN Ry Ry R NN RN RN RN RN RN RN NN RN RN NN N R RN RN RN NN}
3 t g
4 t  THIS FUNCTION GETS A 20 CHARACTER STRING
5 ! RETURNS THE ENTERED STRING
6 !
7 ! CONTROL ESCAPE ABORT / ENTER COMPLETES / BACKSPACE REENTER
8 1
9 RN RN RN RN R NN NN RN N RN NN RN NN RN R R RN RN NA RN RN ENENEEY!
10
11 1 GETPASSWORD FUNCTION
12
13 1 PASSSCR SCREEN WINDOW(3,31),HUE(7,0,0)
14 2 ROM(C1,1)  STRING(! p=(2979%)
15 2 ROWC2,1)  STRING('|<0{293>]")
16 2 ROW(3,1)  STRING(! km(293d1)
w2 ROW(2,2)  STRING('Password: ')
18 2 REPEAT(1,20), INDEXCIDX)
19 3 COL(11)  PAUSE(' '),USE(?PAUSE), REV
20 3 .
21 2 REPEAT(1,20), INDEX(IDX)
22 3 DCHAR COL(11)  STRING(T)
23 3 .
24
25 1 INPUT  GROUP
26 2 CHARS STRING(1),DIM(20)
27 2 .
28
29 1 IDX SHORT
30
31 1 CODE
32
331 OPEN(PASSSCR)
3% 1 ALERT(CTRL_ESC)
35 )
36 1 LooP
37 2 ACCEPT
38 2 DCHAR = 1,0
39 2 CASE KEYCODE()
40 3 OF CTRL_ESC
41 3 ALERT()
42 3 RETURN(C' ")
43 3 OF ENTER_KEY
4 3 LOOP IDX = IDX TO 20
45 4 CHARSLIDX] = +°
46 4 .
47 3 ALERT()
48 3 RETURN( INPUT)
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49
50
51
52
53
54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61

NN W W N W W W W W W W
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OF BS_KEY
INPUT = 11
DX = 0
BLANKCROW(DCHAR), COL (DCHAR), 1,20)
ELSE
CHARS[IDX] = CHR(KEYCODE())
IF IDX = 20
ALERT()
RETURN(INPUT)
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